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Reagents and general methods
General synthetic materials and methods: Silica gel 60 (230-400 mesh, Merck) was used for column chromatography. Analytical thin layer chromatography was performed using Merck 60 F 254 silica gel (precoated sheets, 0.25 mm thick). All reagents and solvents for reactions were used as received with the following exceptions. Tetrahydrofuran (THF) was distilled from sodium (Na) and benzophenone. Ethyl acetate (EtOAc) and hexanes were distilled. All other chemicals used were purchased from Sigma-Aldrich and were used as received.
Spectroscopic materials and methods:
Nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) spectra were recorded in CDCl 3 unless otherwise stated, with tetramethylsilane (TMS) as internal reference at ambient temperature, mainly on a Bruker Avance II-400 Fourier Transform Spectrometer operating at 400 MHz for 1 H and at 100.6 MHz for 13 C. J values were given in Hz. Mass spectra were recorded on a ZQ-4000 LC-MS and QUATTRO LC Triple Quadrupole Tandem mass spectrometer for both low resolution and high resolution mass spectra. Melting points were measured on a Z289078
(Sigma-Aldrich) microscope and were uncorrected. Infrared absorption spectra were recorded as a solution in CHCl 3 on a Avatar 360 FT-IR spectrophotometer. Fluorescence emission spectra were obtained using a Hitachi F-4500 spectrofluorimeter linked to a Pentium PC running SpectraCalc software package. The slit width was 5.0 nm for both excitation and emission. The photon multiplier voltage was 400 V. Samples were contained in 10.0 nm path length quartz cuvettes (3.5 mL volume).
Upon excitation at 500 nm, the emission spectra were integrated over the range 510-650 nm. The stock solution of 0.001 M (1) was prepared by dissolving 1 in MeOH and without light irradiation. 
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The rhodamine-hydroxamic acid was prepared according to the known procedure. 152.5, 149.9, 148.0, 147.6, 133.5, 129.1, 129.0, 128.7, 128.0, 124.0, 123.5, 118.3, 118.0, 108.6, 105.6, 105.5, 96.7, 89.1, 69.9, 66.7, 61.2, 40.3, 38.5, 17.0, 14.8; IR (film, ) 3385, 2971 , 2932 , 2863 , 1670 , 1636 , 1621 , 1518 , 1463 , 1449 , 1422 , 1348 , 1271 , 1202 , 1160 , 1095 , 1014 HRMS (FAB) 
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